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We are a web development company.  

We make money by creating websites for other people. So why create a 

guide that shows you how to do it yourself? Because we believe that a 

consumer must be educated, and should know what their options are 

before they buy. It makes it better for all of us: we get a customer who 

knows what they want, and you get clarity on exactly what kind of 

website you are looking for and what you need to get it up and running. 

Of course, if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact us.  

Happy website building! 

 

Basic concepts 

So you want to build a website, but where to begin? This brief review of 

concepts will bring you up to snuff.  

Codes  
 

If technical jargon makes your eyes glaze over, just ignore this section. 

But it can be useful to understand a bit of what is going on behind the 

scenes of your website, as well as finding the right people to build your 

site for you.  

Computers perform all their tasks by being told what to do. And just as 

human beings communicate through language, computers have 

languages of their own. Each language has its own dialect, and can get 

the computer to do different things.  

Below is a review of some of the most common code “languages” used in 

websites. I tried arranging it in order of how common it is to find these 

codes in an average site that most people build for themselves. 
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HTML 
 

 This is the basic computer code that tells the computer what to put on 

the screen. For example, I might write a code that tells the computer to 

display the text: “Welcome to Wonderful Websites!” 

 

CSS 

 

This is a different kind of code that tells the computer how to display the 

HTML code I create. It’s all about the visuals. So instead of squashing the 

text on the top left corner of the screen, I can use CSS to display the code 

in the middle of the screen, in big purple letters.  

jQuery 
 

Have you ever seen websites that do really fancy stuff? Images that 

change when you hover over them? Maybe there’s snow falling in the 

background of the website? These interactive features are all added with 

little pieces of code called “jQuery”. What’s great about jQuery, is it can 

be added to an existing website to add cool features.  

Java 

 This is a type of code that is also visual, and allows to have animated, 

moving components on your website. Websites that have automatic 

slideshows or games, are porbably using Java code.  

PHP 

This term also comes a lot when you are building fancier sites. If you want 

your site to do more complex things, like allow users to create accounts, 

it will probably require this type of code, called PHP.  
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Key elements of a website 

Imagine your website is a house (or a store). It’s your own personal space that 

you can decorate as you wish, show people around and allow them to  interact 

with you. We will devote most of this report to the process of building this 

house. However, there are a few other elements to keep in mind.  

Hosting 
 

You’ve built your house, but on what land? Web hosting allows you to rent a 

little plot of land in cyberspace where you can keep your website, usually for a 

monthly fee.  

Web hosting is a hot, competitive business, and there is no reason your basic 

website hosting plan should cost you more than $10-12 a month. I personally 

love DreamHost, who provide great customer service and a very easy user 

interface.  

Domain Name 
 

If your site is a house, then your domain name is your address. Without it, no 

one will be able to find you. Often referred to by the abbreviation “URL”, your 

domain name can be purchased on many different sites, the most famous of 

which is GoDaddy.com. This doesn’t mean it’s the best though, I prefer buying 

my domain from DreamHost, my hosting provider. 

When buying your URL, a good rule of thumb is to try to find a name ending 

with the .com suffix. These are also the most popular, so it might be harder to 

find your first choice of a name. Try picking a name that is memorable to 

people, since they need to remember it when they type it into their browser 

when they look for you.  

If you bought your domain with GoDaddy, they might also try to sell you a 

hosting plan. However, just because you bought your domain from a company, 

does not mean you need to use them to host your site. You can buy a domain 
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from one company, and host it on a different one. Of course, it’s easiest to do 

both at the same time, and again, I recommend buying both your domain and 

hosting it through DreamHost.  

A word of caution: don’t buy your domain for more than $10-12 a year. Many 

sites (including Weebly!) will try to rip-off unsuspecting users. Your average 

website address that ends with “.com” should not cost more than a couple 

bucks a year; other suffixes should be even cheaper.  

Bonus: a cool trick that people do nowadays is use less common address 

suffixes to create creative names for their sites. For example, the suffix .us is 

meant to signify a domain in the United States; however it also spells the word 

“us”. So if you bought the domain meet.us, your actual domain name would be 

spelling out a phrase, instead of an arbitrary .com. this can help make your 

domain name more memorable to other people.  

Email  
 

 The moment you own your own URL, you can also get emails with that 

address. For example: steve@TheGoldFishEmporium.com. You don’t even 

have to have a website up and running yet! Many people don’t bother setting 

up their website email address even once their site is up, which is a shame, 

because it’s a lot more professional than say, 

steve.robertson666@hotmail.net.  

This email can be easily forwarded to your regular email, so that you don’t’ 

have to check your email in multiple places. GoDaddy charge you for this 

service, while DreamHost lets you set up 100 emails for free, which is one of 

the main reasons I prefer them.  
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Types of websites 

There are many different uses of websites out there. From showcasing 

your pictures of fire breathing hamsters, to stores that sell organic pet 

food, to online communities that discuss the virtues of goldfish. It’s useful 

to see what category your website fits under: 

There may be other types of websites out there, but these three 

categories, cover the most common needs people have.  

Personal / portfolio / blog 
 

 These websites are the simplest to build and maintain. They are basically 

like calling cards that the whole world can see. They say “look at me! I 

make cakes / take great pictures / have great ideas. Would you like to be 

in touch?” The information flows outward: you add content (text, 

pictures, and videos) to the site, and the world sees it.   

Community 
 

If you aren’t satisfied with just posting your own content, and want other 

people to be involved, you can create a website that allows people to 

interact with you and / or each other. Facebook is probably the most 

well-known example of these types of sites, but even just having the 

opportunity for people to reply to your blog posts is an example of 

adding a community feature to your site.  

This type of site has many benefits: you get to know your site visitors 

better, they stay on longer, and you can even charge them for the 

privilege if you want. The main downside is that depending on what you 

want to have your site do, this can be a lot more complicated than a 

simple personal website.  
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E-Commerce 
 

Do you knit the most amazing socks, and want to have a way to sell 

them? What about digital items, like a song or a photograph? A site that 

allows you to sell things is called an e-Commerce site, and one of the 

most famous of these would be amazon.com.  

An e-Commerce site is a great way to reach new customers, possibly at 

the other end of the world; as well as to make money with very little 

effort, if you sell digital goods (like an eBook for example). However, 

these sites are more complex, because they need to have features that 

allow people to select multiple items and then “check out”. This feature 

is called a virtual “shopping cart”.  

You also need to have a way to collect payments from people. There are 

many credit card processing companies that charge your customers and 

pass the money to you for a fee, usually a small percentage of the 

transaction. The easiest to of these options to add to your site is PayPal, 

but they are also one of the most expensive companies.  
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Building your site 

So, you know what type of site you want to build. Now what?  

Before you run out and hire someone to build a site for you, below are 

some common options that you should be aware of. They are arranged in 

order of simple to complex: the simpler the design and the more basic 

the functions you need it to perform, the more quickly and affordably it 

can be built.  

Conversely, the more unique the design, and fancier the features you 

want the site to have, the more complicated and expensive it will be to 

design and create.  

Blog  

 A blog is a place for you to share your opinions, articles, and pictures on 

an ongoing basis. It’s not quite a website, because the information on it is 

always changing based on the content you add. It’s like a Facebook page 

where you are always adding new content, except it’s your own personal 

world, it’s not part of Facebook. This means you will have your own 

personal website address (URL), and will be able to customize the look 

and feel of the blog the way you like.  

The top three websites that allow you to create your own personal blog 

are Wordpress, Blogger, and Tumbler. Each has their own pluses and 

minuses, but all three are great options and completely FREE.    

It’s important to note that many sites also have a blog as one of the 

features of the site; here we are talking about a site that is only a blog.  
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Weebly 

 

Weebly is a great website building 

platform, because with little technical 

knowhow, you can build a website of 

your own, by yourself. It’s a matter of 

dragging and dropping different 

elements you won’t onto the page: 

text, pictures, videos, a form that allows people to contact you, etc.  

You don’t need to know code or how to design; building a site with 

weebly is like using Lego blocks to build a house. Weebly even allows you 

to have a blog as part of your site, if you want to have ongoing updates or 

share ideas. Finally, Weebly allows you to completely change the design 

of your site at any time, even after it’s already up and running. 

Probably the best part of Weebly is they now have their own e-

Commerce features. This means you can create your own web store and 

start selling things in seconds! From tracking inventory to collecting 

payment, Weebly has all these features built-in.  

You can actually build a website for free on Weebly, but if you want to 

have your own website address and other fancy features, you have to pay 

a monthly fee. This comes instead of a hosting fee, since you are basically 

paying Weebly to host your site for you. 

To build your own Weebly site, click here.   
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Wix 

 

Wix is another site that allows you 

to build a website by yourself. 

Again, you drag and drop the 

different elements you want onto 

the page, without needing to use 

codes or a designer.  

The difference between weebly and wix is how much flexibility they allow 

you. Whereas weebly gives you a specific space in which to add your site 

elements, Wix is a lot more flexible, there is no limit to what kind of 

changes you can make to your site. This is both a blessing and a curse; 

many of us don’t know where to start when we have too many options.  

Fortunately, Wix has a lot of design templates to choose from, which you 

customize by adding your own content. They actually have more designs 

than Weebly does, and it also supports languages that read from right to 

left, like Hebrew and Arabic.  

That said, the price you pay for Wix having more designs and 

customizable features, is that is definitely more complex than Weebly 

when it comes to learning how to use it. Like weebly, wix allows you to 

create a site for free, but if you want to have your own website address 

and remove their ads, you need to pay a monthly hosting fee. 

Word press 
 

Wordpress is a platform that allows 

you to pick from thousands of 

designs that people all over the 

world have created, and add almost 

any feature imaginable with the help of “plugins”. Many of these designs 

and features are completely free, others require a nominal one-time or 
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yearly fee. What’s the biggest price for all these goodies? It’s more 

complicated!  

With Wordpress you start entering the world where you probably need a 

programmer to help you (more on programmers below). Bear in mind 

though, that you are usually paying for the person’s wordpress expertise, 

not to build a site from scratch, so this option should still be a lot 

cheaper. Once your site is up and running, you can probably learn to 

maintain it yourself. 

Aside from any setup fees, the cost of running wordpress is simply the 

hosting fee you pay to a third party host provider. We explained hosting 

up above, and linked to my favorite web host.  

Bonus Tip: one of the coolest features of wordpress is a plug-in called 

“Buddypress”. Remember when we spoke about community websites 

and how complicated they are? Buddypress allows you to (fairly) easily 

build online communities, and is a completely FREE resource!  

Building from scratch 
 

So, you’ve read about all your options, and you’re convinced that your 

website needs to be created from scratch? Here’s a more detailed 

explanation of the steps involved, as well as some words of wisdom. It’s 

worth remembering that building a site from scratch is the most complex, 

time consuming and potentially frustrating of all the options. But then 

again, nothing beats creating a website that is just the way you want! 

Here’s what you need to know: 

Designer 

When building a website from scratch, the first thing to decide is how you 

want it to look. A skilled web designer works with you to create the 

design you are looking for. Having examples of other sites whose designs 

you like can be very helpful to them.  
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When designing your site, it’s easy to overlook all the different things we 

need in the site. We often don’t realize how complicated most websites 

are: the designer must design every aspect of the site, windows that pop-

open, pages that people only visit occasionally, and buttons that change 

color when you hover over them (if you want that feature).  

The more detailed you can be when you start the project, the better the 

price estimate you’ll get from your designer and the faster they’ll be able 

to get your work done. See the Wonderful Website checklist for a list of 

useful questions to ask yourself.  

Designers use programs like Photoshop and Dreamweaver to create the 

images you need for your site. When they create the design you are 

happy with, they should send you the finished file, often called a PSD, 

which you can then take to your developer… 

 

Developer 

 

This is where things get a bit more complicated. Now that you have your 

design in hand, you need someone to do the magic and transform it into 

a working website! There are multiple ways of doing this, and some are 

better than others when it comes to creating a site that loads quickly and 

provides a pleasant browsing experience for your visitors.  

There are also different words to use to describe the people who do it: 

programmers, coders, and developers, these terms all mean the same 

thing. The main challenge is that we regular people can look at a web 

designer’s portfolio and say “this person makes great designs!”, but it’s a 

lot harder for a non-programmer to figure out if a programmer is good or 

not.  

It becomes a chicken and egg situation: you can only know if a 

programmer is good because another programmer tells you he is, but you 

can’t necessarily know if that second programmer knows what he’s 
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talking about either. We’ll discuss some tips to finding a good 

programmer in the next subchapter.  

Sometimes, you can get lucky and find a designer who also does website 

code, or at least a company that does both. This definitely  saves you a lot 

of hassle, but to find one person who does both is not so easy because 

the skills required for design and programming are very different.  

 

How to find good designers and developers? 
 

Fortunately, there is a huge global marketplace of freelancers around the 

world who do these jobs. Two great sites for finding these people are 

freelancer and elance. I personally prefer elance because it is more 

professional and it’s free for you, the buyer, to use without paying hiring 

fees. 

To find a freelancer on elance, sign up, and create a new project. 

Describe what you are looking for to the best of your abilities, as well as 

your price range, and post your job. You can then search for people who 

fit your needs, as well as receive proposals from people who would like to 

do the job for you.  

Before you select someone, message them personally and discuss the 

details of your project. If they are designers, check out the other sites 

they have designed and see if they look nice and professional. If they are 

programmers, ask for sample sites they’ve built- although chances are 

you won’t be able to tell a well-programmed site from a bad one. It’s still 

worth asking for these work samples.  

All these freelancer sites have rating systems that allow you to identify 

reliable people, and an escrow system that protects you from paying and 

not receiving your product.  

Tip: there are many people from developing countries who do the same 

type of work for a fraction of the cost. Expect to get many proposals in 
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broken English offering to do your work very cheaply. What’s the 

downside? Communication and reliability.  

My experience has been that many of these people are harder to reach, 

won’t talk on the phone, and seem to misunderstand instructions more 

often. So part of what you are paying for when paying a higher price for a 

western professional, is just that, professionalism and a quicker, more 

pleasant experience. Again, you may not be able to afford this, but it’s 

worth knowing what you are getting into in advance.  

Bonus:  
 

This report wouldn’t be complete 

without an honorable mention to 

one of my favorite sites on the web, 

Fiverr.com 

Fiverr is a marketplace where people 

sell you their services for the starting 

price of $5. Everything from graphic design to animated films, from video 

presentations to jewelry, you are almost guaranteed to find someone 

selling something you need on Fiverr. Although it would be hard to find 

someone to build you your website for $5, it’s a great resource for find 

graphic art and introduction videos you need to complete your site.  
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